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5 mM EDTA, 10 mM DTT and 1 mM PMSF, pH 8.0 and lysed with one pass through a Rainie cell disrupter at 6000 psi. Following centrifugation of the lysate at 30.000 * g for 60 min, the supernatant was drawn off and solid ammonium sulfate was added slowly to 35 % final concentration. After stirring for 60 min at 4 °С, the mixture was allowed to settle for 30 min prior to centrifugation at 30.000 * g for 60 min. The pellet was resuspended in a minimal volume of Superose 12 chromatography buffer (50 mM Tris buffer containing 5 mM EDTA, 10 mM DTT, 200 mM NaCl and 10 % glycerol, pH 8.0) and dialyzed overnight at 4 °С against the same buffer. The dialysate was then clarified by centrifugation at 30.000 *g for 30 min and applied to a Superose 12 column (5 liters). Fractions were collected and assayed for HIV-1 protease by reversed phase HPLC (RP-HPLC) and peak activity fractions were pooled, made 40 % v/v with glycerol and stored at -70 °С. The protein was judged to be greater than 95 % pure by SDS-PAGE and RP-HPLC analysis. Protease activity assay was conducted according to [ I. KORNELYUK, A. G-TERENTIEV, S. FISHER, T 
